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The 88 investment la Vietnam, particularly the sharj? in 
creese la tee 88 elr »*d grease force commitment which began 
to react Vietnam in tbs late Iprlcg of 1963, has produced a 
lumber of desoee treble ret erne. The tsoet significant return, 
hoveeer. Is the marled difference between the situation, 
atmosphere, end trend* which were evident Just prior testae 
maeeive 88 lapet <i.e«* late last Spring) and the situation, 
atmeepbare and trends which are evideut today, beet year, 
defeat wee staring the 0*8 in the face; this year the will 
tary situation has been stabilised, the confidence *uid per- 
fame nee of the <S1W has boea Improved, the attitude of the 
Bm\th Vietnamese people hae shifted, and it is our adversaries 
who are beginning to have eerlone doubts about the *iedon or 
probable enccedd of their present conrsee of action 

The Viet Coos ineergenoy i* designed to create a politic© 
twilitary dies to which will permit the establishment of a 
Cosmttoiet government in booth Viotaaa under north Vietnamese 
Communist control. Though portrayed publicly ec e« internal 
revolution, this insurgency le directed and support** by 
North Vie tans, fcr the end Of 1*83, the Tiet Cong *©re 
optimistic and had every reason to be so, 

from the dp Bac battle in Smeary 1963, where the Tiet 
Cong fought for several days, to the widespread etirg© oi 
terrorism following Blea's downfall, they constantly improved 
their military and political situation throughout the country- 
aid© Tiot Cong forces, bolstered by infiltered troop*, cou 
Untied to expand and improve their capabilities for larger ■ 
scale military operation* . Their military euccesf.es dur ing 
IM4 included gains in territory and population control la 
the coastal regions of let and 2d Corps as veil *» the 
virtual Isolation of government forces in many provincial 
end dlstriet capitals. Similar but oot quite so successful 
efforts vers made io the 3d and 4th Corps areas Felly largo 
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ecalo operation* t wiving one op mors battaltone *src carried 
out toy the Viet Cong *lth relative impunity By the ead of 
\W4 t VC military gal no coupled with their terror lea and propa- 
ganda effort®, particularly among the rural population, had 
given the* as area of invincibility, convinced cany Vietnamese 
particularly la rural area*, that their victory vas inevitable. 

the flat Cong maintained their initiative and noeeatun 
during the first half of 1065. they mads great etridee in 
force development by infiltrating some 6 *700 troepa, ioclud 
log cajor siesta ta of tho forth Vietnamese S25th division- 
lae*l recruiting vithia South Vintnam vaa stepped up, a ad 
sever and heavier veapona «ara daliverad in increasing ouan ti- 
tles. they bad repeated sucoaaaee on the battlefield vhich 
icprovnd their Suage and damaged the corale of the GYII and its 
support ora . 

Xa a battle at the tura of the year with three Viet Con® 
regiment e at PMmh Ola hamlet, oeuthaaat of Saigon, at least 
tvo CVS battaliens- -including a geoeral reeorv© unit 
nut out of action In large acale attacks in February 
heavy loaaea vere inflicted oa government forces in Biah Dlnh 
Province. Similar Viet Cong viator tea occurred in the 8» Gif* 
battle in Bay and in tho overrunning of Tou Morong ar*e ***« 

Sat diatriot toils in Juno and August. Serious disruptions 
of linos of eomsunication occurred— thn central high lauds were 
comp lately isolated for extended periods -a ad the Viet Cons 
made appreciable territorial gala#. VC morale vne rugU, the 
rural populatloa vas Intimidated aad the VC found it easy to 
gain osv rooruito. 

By mid-ysar, governmeot forcoo mere finding it difficult 
to stem the Viet Cong tide, the l*W (South Vietnawree Army! 
van being vhipaaaed aad its reserves *ere a tr etched to the 
breaking point, the Viet COag had the capability of con 
ducting multi -regimental alma operations in three oiColf 
separated area# of South Vietnam mb lie the AfiVH cou i< 
vith sufficient force to eopo vith only oa© such threat at a 
time. In the spring of 1965, the Viet Cong bad a er»J or cam- 

t aiga prepared designed to control major eroao of tb© hich 
ends/ to out up Booth Vietnam, and separate the Binh Dinb 
Quaag Bgai area from tho eastern Bleiko arcs* 

These plans, however, vers foiled and this Viet Cong 
drive vas blunted. Viet Cong gains veto hatted by t*«e mrseive 
use of air povar, of a type sade possible by tho introduction 
o i factor reacting V9 Jet aircraft, and aggressive friendly 
ground actions, mads possible by the massive Kid- yea intro- 
duction of U9 combat troops. 
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By the late earner of 1965, the Initiative bad begun to 
•blit to tb« UB- supported GTS. Slowly but surely the GTS be- 
gun to gain a momentum of Its ova — the number o f Communist 
successes declined sad there were soae important government 
v to tor lea. Severe Tiet Coes lossee accrued at Dong Xoai la 
June and at Be Dap in July, and the a lege of Due Co van 
broken in August. Major DS contributions >ere the victory 
south of Cha U1 la August, the opening of Route 19 from Qui 
Shoa to Ae She, the successful resupply of Pleiku, end the 
destruotlee sad harasses*! iaf listed by increased air strikes. 
These successes, followed by • deoil as la the tempo of Tiet 
Coog activity, allowed the government to gala a semblance of 
political and military ogitillbrltim as of 1 October 1965. 

VS forces began to movo out of thslr base perimeter 
areas and to conduct search -sad-dee troy operations against 
Tiet Cong main force units lo their previously sacrosanct 
base areas. Za November, for example, OS 1st Cavalry Divi- 
sion (Airmobile) troops inflicted over 1,000 casualties on 
three North Vietnamese regiments in the la Drang Talley area 
of venters Pleiku province la tbe Central Highlands. Prisoners 
captured from those units la the seme area during an opera- 
tion la Jhauary 1666 claimed that their unite had not yet 
received replacements for tbsir losses (in either mon or 
materiel) end vers not yet ready to resume targe set *c opera- 
tion* • 

Since the ead of I960, the rate of large scale Viet 
Cong attacks hag been declining, even though there has been 
some increase la the total number of armed attacks. Large 
scale attacks — regiments l level— declined from four in No- 
vember to l is December sad none la January. Battalion 
strength et tacks declined from 6 la November to 7 in Decem- 
ber and sharply dropped la Jhauary to 3. Moreover, ince the 
Za Drang battle la No ve mber , there has been a general tendency 
for Coosmalat unite to avoid large-scale engagements with US 
and South Vietnamese force*. 

A much higher rate of harassment against Communist forces 
i# now possible sad is now being sustained, both in the form 
of B-53 St rate fortress air strikes on previously inviolable 
Communist bee# arose a ad la the form of operations on the 
ground. Recent GTX sad allied actions have taken the inltia 
tive and put the Coaetuelsts on tbe defeasive, forcing them to 
abandon tbeir ova plans for attacking at times and places of 
their shoeing. Operation HARTSST MOON, 0-19 December, in the 
quang KWQuaag Tin border area, forced the let Viet Cong and 
the 36th North Vietnamese tegimeate to defend themselves. 
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Operations JSmSOOH and VA* BORIS, which btgan 31 December 
in Phu 7«n Provide* , forced the 3d VI* t Con® end 93th Korth 
Vietnamese Regiment* to defend Operation MATADCS, 4- IS 
January , disrupted the plea* at th* 334, 334, fend ©6th north 
Vietnamese R e gimen ts in See tee *&4 PLeiku Provinces. Opera- 
tion VBXXS VflO, inglinlBg 24 January , upset the plan* of the 
14th north Vietnamese and the Vi*t Coat Quyet Ttea Regiments 
in northern Blob Dinb Province. fBXTt IIMO and the associated 
opera t Km mwm inflicted ever 1,200 casualties OQA) on 
the eomraniet feme and compelled their force* to disperse, 
Thie type of pressure vlU iacroeee ae the built up allied 
forces consolidate themselves and as experience is gained, 

thee* harassing sad spelling operations which th* US 
troop commitment me* permits the allied side to mount have 
unquestionably diaropted Comean let planning and thrown Com- 
munist fereea off ha lance, (Captured documents, for example, 
indicated that the Coormiaiste planned to oad the recent Tot 
truce with a buret of activity, bet thoir plane verc foiled 
by tb* offensive operatises the Gf* and Its allien were able 
to mount.) Seen ground operation, coahiaed with the B 52 
strike* and taetieal air strikee against Viet Cong base areas 
will sake it lmareeslasly difficult for the Viet Cong and 
North Vietnamese (PAW melts to mass end retain the elements 
of surprise . There is, of course, no room for oxees save 
optimism. The Viet Cong are mot abandoning thoir previous 
strategy of progr e ss ing toward a mow conventional military 
Sore* structure amd, where favorable opportunity present 
themselves, they will con lino* to attempt large sea le at- 
tache, some of which will probably bo successful. The in 
creased US presence, however. Is ashing such attacks in 
cron singly costly and drastically reducing their chances of 
success . 

the over-all improvement in South Victim® ’» military 
posture during the past year 1* reflected in a host of sta- 
tistics. fa 1963, the Viet Cong lost about 35,400 men, almost 
double their fatalities in any previous year. Almost 25,000 
were killed la the last six months of 1965 alone. Tn® South 
Vietnamese toet 11,230 killed last year, about 4,000 wore then 
in 1964. (01 combat fatalities in 1065 amounted to 1,365.) 

In 1963, Vletnamamo government forces captured almost 
twice as many Communist weapons as in 1964. Toward the end 
of last year, the ratio of weapons lost as between friend and 
foe favored the government forces for the first time sine© 
mid- 1963 
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Ccssmuaiat nrieoaers, defector* and captured document© 
all indicate that tb© event* of the past year hove bud a 
natoriai adverse ©fleet oo Viet Con* morale a ad shaken con- 
fidence in ultimate victory V }S t 1 f°S c ,tnt^d*that 

rtna«Knciiftt ®e*t» lea trust ions issued ia mid- 19w stated that 

S i!oc2*2 , Especial*? ia the central highlands, jere a 
necessary precondition for a general offensive and uprising 
?nSIS Thirty Warned thSt, other*!**, the ear would be 
ccme very protracted * These successes did not materia lire and 
h a*# a »ka res lira t lea is iforlsg throughout Viet Cong recks 

SSS tSJ IS i?I« « »«S hlS, . »«.** »t Ummt 

oaona ewe uaits has resulted in serious discouragement and 
££J2»S*w* 41i »»1UW» Mure.* ot iotorMUOB eurajet 

that the Viet Cong are being faced with © growing desertion 
prohiee among the local sitlsess they rely on for various 
kinds of support <e.g-» porters). 

Ussy fC esptives tosve spokes of the largo number JL^. 
sick treSpe in their units sad the 

tion they receive. Sice shertsgee have also been mentionea, 

®» uec tally ia the Highland Province*. All have spoken of the 
SKm effect of m/m air power and artillery strikes. 

Prisoners taken from the 2d battalion 3Srd PATH resident 
on 9 January stated that 50 percent of the soldiers uav^ 
talari© They state their units have received no replace- 
Sit: Si o« Je^ l?**l the Wei Me-chu Pong action lack 

November. 

Captives from the *13 battalion state that the battalion 
has easy persescel A*CL* and saay are stricken with malnrin. 

Prisoners free th* *th battalion Ihth PATH regiment eta to 
the 7th battalion lost all but 136 men during the * t tu ok on 
tho Ph« Cu eutoost in September 1265. Theae »©n were formed 
into one company and attached to the 9th battalion which ar 
«niv 9 ceasanlei rcvilBltt. *o new personnel joined the Hh 
battalion during the period Hovember 1963 to January 
untie in the tin Bon area another battalion was retorned uwing 

TC free local fore# units. 

Prisoners free hesdqnartere cowpsny of the Viet Coag 
Ouyet tern regiment stated the regimental headquertere has 
h*en forced on «ay ocoaeions to move almost immediately 
after being set up* due to armed helicopter ©trikes, p® 
captives had the specific uiesion of ronnding up dcsertere 
and soldiers accidentally separated from their unit. The 
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prisoners stated that after the fighting *t Boa% &qt>& his 
rcgioiKit to Poosivt rep Uciawti f ro» iocn. 1 forces. in 
6 February tho reglstaotnl corkk/kHas offlcar issued n coin- 
maad for ell units to dlapera# and go into the surrounding 
haslets end act no gaorylUM. 

th • diary ef a TC captured on 11 January stated* 

"Bitfl event four days la tanaol- /tout • to f> thousand 
djsericaa soldiers aere la lor a aveep- operation, The ©ttecfc 
eaa fierce, in the last fm days. I auabor of underground 
tuanols ooUapaad. Sana mere oaagbt ia tfcao and have not 
tjoea able to gat oat yot . It la not fcrarw* vtsat have become 
of clstora Ba, Hay, Boas Bank and Tan *® la these tuanele. 

In that* attempt to provide aacurlty for the agency, fa» and 
8* sore killed. Their bodies, lstt unattended and deteriorated, 
her# not been buried yet. In the afternoon, one of our village 
bait isaabers trying to a try cloaa to th® enemy f©** reconnais 
sane® voa hi Had and Uia tody tea not been recovered .Oh 
that hard days* oaa baa to atay in tanaele, ant cold rice with 
salt, driah unboiled vater! However, ono le tree «na feels 
•t east.” 

A VC lottar dntad SO Bepteaber 106ft captured by the 1st 
Air Cavalry Division in B&nh Wall troviace stated! Thera 
is an acuta forced labor shortage la tha area Ti*e loca* 
people's morale la iov. Thera hoa bean ineffective ead pow 
pwiorwaaee ef various echelon* of cadre ^lthio the are* 

Front line eupply costal t tees at district and villeg# love* s*re 
iaeilectiveiTbree rlea alUt vara closed because ef t >e in'- 
ability of forced labor to traaeport adequate ewouota ot rice, 
and finally, as a result of rapaatad KfBdF and 88 eveep ©para - 
Ilona vitbin tht area, the over -alt picture ia gloomy :»nd the ^ 
main objective (control of the highlands) has not be*n i-.* talced. 

Another indication of daclloing Cowatmlst morale is the 
fact that last year's returns from the government's psycho- 
logical varfara logical carfare prograa, called ttoieu Eoi 
(rhyaae vith •you boy") or “©pea Araa," are scat inprsaaiyo. 

This prograa ia dafllgead to entice both civi liens Jffl. nUi 
tary pereoimel fro*» tha Flat Ceng to the government r.i&a . 

All told, the Cbiau Hoi prograe brought in 42,563 jp^raons in 
1965 -about three tiaee ae aaoy as in 1964 /Jv«n eso* e to the 
point, tha nuobar of returneaa who could b© ider.tiiicd fc® Viet 
Cong military defectera was five tlweo is auneroos -~W,39l in 
1 mb compared to 1,0®S in 19M. the defector© last year also 
included un appreciable number -8,174- -of '’political cad? as 
i.e. fiat Coag civilian leaders *ho are among thoce r.ost 
strongly indoctrinated. 
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Thao latafi to Hat Coag MiBgiaw through tooth atawUlts 
and defectors are showing an cmo greater increase this fwr 
In the first *1* eeek* of !««*, almost 7®d more Viet Cong mo 
kilted than in the Mat period a year ago. Dwriog this same 
els seek period this ywf, 1,3*4 flat Con* ailitcry defectors 
had bees collated »s cospsssd with only 177 in the first t*« 
Booths of 1969. 


is tbs Tift C&Etg have soetleued to sustain this heavy 
drsia os their aaajsower, they have toeea forced to r ®? or i *° 
lesreasiagly draecalaa sea as to mt their need*. The Com- 
alete have e topped op their f oread meruitment drives among 
the peasants, aetf only last seek leaned a call for the crea- 
tion of a combat suppert force- "youth shock t ear-jo" -utilising 
soBon aa sell as sea. The present forced draft nature of Viet 
Cong recruitment ie reflected in the appearance incowbat of 
several receat occasions of eatroeely young and often poorly 
trained Sooth Vistaaarso etoe etate that they vere irapreseed 
into service. And, of course, the reeort to youths recruited 
in north Vietnam for iafiltyatlos ieto Booth VietmmO -oi tea 
new draftees altli siaisal training Additionally, the intro- 
duettos of regular forth Vietnamese silitary unite attest to 
the manpower jwohlene of the flat Coag. 


At the ease tine, the flet Cong have imposed ever greater 
financial hardens on the peasants io arsaa under Communist con 
trol. To help finance their aggression, the Viet Con* have 
doubled set eves tripod their rate of taxation od the populace 
Recent reports list taxation rotes this ysnr of 65* end even 
70* of the rise toeing harvested in Viet Cong held areas of 
the delta and central coast. There are also reports, veri 
fled by fiet Com prlsenets, of erasing peasant resale! trance 
at these levies on productive, there g o vera ceot troops have 
«eved in to drive out Comasntst units during the rieo harvest, 
sad i as in a wafer allied operation of the pest *eve?*l weeks 
la coastal Pint Tea Jfeovloce north of Saigon, a favorable 
peasant reaction has been issediately apparent. Aminats in 
this loag-Vlet Cong held area have been providing the govern- 
want Information on the iocatloo and movements of the Coww- 
sist troops in the province The rural popu lation has shown 
itself increasingly inclined to support on and allied forces 
(e.r * by volunteering useful and accurst# intelligoaw infor- 
mation in areas in which the peasantry has come to feel rela- 
tively encore free Tint Cong retaliation. Captured Tiet Cong 
dooeneate attest to this tread in their exhortations to Viet 
Coag cadre to tighten up on losal security. 

The Viet Oms resort extensively to terrorise in their 
effort to impose their uill on the people in the country* ide. 
isep year, the Oowsaniets is Sooth Vietnam killed l,ti»9 


>±v -i . . . 
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and bidaapp ed 18,789 mere. These included 230 gov 
eraaeat officials eordored-eoften in gruesoce fashion ~et»d 322 
©them Kidnapped. This resort by the Cemeuolstu to such bro 
tallty fcgMoot tho Viotnasese peasant doe© not etjuere veil with 
the Viet Cong boast that they have ths support of tbs people ie 
a »*r against Saigon. 

fioroorsr, the bugs influx lust year of roiusuas from in 
secure trees is the b later land to governmtm t acid territory 
bespeak* sf forts of ths peasantry to got out from under the 
Viet Cong. Hearty 900,000 such refugee* base been officially 
tallied thus far. ths bulb sf thsss -about 449 , BOO -or© etlll 
living in temporary shelters provided by the Spigot* govarn&ent 
with BS aesistaocs, bat largo auMbors bars already been re- 
settled end reintegrated lute the national social structure. 
Iron tie® to tine, refugee centers are the target of Viet 
Cong terrorist raid© which attest to Comeunist displeasure at 
tho outflow of such human resources froa the areas they control 

Firs statistics of the degree of control exercised 
respectively by the Saigon government and by the Viot Cong 
over the population of South Vietnam are difficult to cbsbs. 
particularly since ' r, oontrol M in such a bi rd eoiccpt to define 
in ^caourfibie terse. Bcwsvar, ths trend is iw» running clearly 
albeit slowly, in favor of ths government /valuable figures 
{which are fairly reliable as order of magnitude indicators) 
show that as of last December (1965) , the government controlled 
53178 (7,784,888) of the id. 9 sill ion population ft* egdinet 
cn|y 438 (5,944,800) s year previous. Tbs rural population 
under firs Viet Cons control increased slightly in the early 
part of 1968 to a high point of 24 08 (3,000,000) ix July; 
but by year's ond, this figure bad declined to 2?.T% (3,357, 
400). ®o*e 88.28 (3,500,000) of the population ere listed 
as residing Is contested areas, 

It in important to recognise that more than death and 
destruction have been invested in South Vietnam and that re- 
turns are being re* tired in the irpwvensnt of th© political 
lii* and physical cell-being of our allies an well as in the 
sraltipUssUon of prebleo* foe our adversaries. 

Lost year, under the medical oivle action program, over 
fear and a half Billion Viet oases# received sodical treatment 
iron the 88 arsed forces. There sere moro than M00 military 
civic action construction projects, such as bridges, echo© Is, 
road repairs, and drainage controls » Bolts »nd individuals 
contributed to ths support of hundreds of ©rpheanges, schoolo. 
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And hospitals, M ecoawiie txxm ncco»p»»i«d the miUtecy 
o^panslon. Planned V8 construction projects to South Vie tafia 
£it year ' o cud cere Vfelui4 fit ntsfly $1 billion. P<rtrolfl«» 
conjramptim rose frea 253,000 barrel# in January to r.ore than 
& wilUon per soath ia Beceaber. Import# by ship into Sooth 
Vlctoea roe# «C© peer cent «Wl« iotercoaetal chipping doubled, 
Cr oia the Jbiratry toocos^ of 2ft . 000 . Cifi lieu personnel 

vofkiss eo aiiiiify cosvtftflties project# tot a led only ** -'•*•'* 
thousand in JO Query tout vere over 20,000 at the eud of ttie 
year. Seasoned ccniMt the ideological prooisee -and threat® 
of the Cogent* t*, the*# ere positive factors foch of tlsi ® 
clevolopnont has, of course, been forced draft activity luapftied 
l»r m and possess*! of isflationary poteatiel, but 
never the lee# provided jjote, hone# and pHysicirl fftcllittfs 
«h«re soot existed before. 

The met significant return on the 08 investment of the 
Mit veer aad in the final analysis, the aost important one - 
Ee been its total poll ties l inpac*. fittio South Vietnam 
the most marked acd hopeful deveiopeent ef the past year is 
an apparent If etevias conviction aeon* the populace both 
urbP« and, especially, rural— thfit the Viet Coos no longer 
»re certain, perhaps act even likely, to esergo vioto^iour 
Vbie aort lifonbU public attitude, ia turn, has helped 
6a iron*# Military leaders provide the country eith a pro 
greesively greater degree of governwentol stability end po 
Utica i progress I nprevo s ea ts in this area should not be 
over stressed or over-sold, but tbs defialte beginnings of 
genuine l opooe s a ent have bees asde. 

Although there aro still easrsoos problem yet to be 
overcome, Ceutb Vieteas's leaders are steering n course vhicb 
they bops by tbs end of asst year sill bring national elec 
tiocs sod tbs erect ioa of e dsoseretio national eooeabiy. 

Vh«se Icadare «bo have boo® ia office for a longer period 

aev than any govemasnt fleet Wea 1 # overthrow- sre nen vbo 
represent a rising geeoratiea of genuine oationaliot elesacats 
sad even before they took office they shoved ae a^arenee® of 
popular desire for social leproveosat in Rowth Vietnan, lith 
our assistance nod seek pregraas as those recently delineated 
at Honolulu, they are ooe able to bold forth the concrete pros 
poet of social and political progress and, at the same tine, 
arte increasingly apparent to ill toe false appeals ia this 
sphere long tsade by Cossscfiiat propaganda. 


'rXfW'VT'-’f 
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annyi fn warn 

The RS/OVR «ir olfnilw agalnet Worth Vietnam haa 0 

highly restricted campaign dMtffWfl to oloiol*® clviAlan 
eerualtlee vhlle reducing Worth Vietaae’e ability to support 
CocBssnist Mlivltlat la tooth fUSmo. Thoro •» several 
positive indications that this air caapelen is producing 

concrete rMQltt. 

The air attacks tan boon abio to lipoee an increasingly 
H«~h one# on the Wf't eupport of the oar ia the South, the 
air attacks are also a a Isa If leant factor in keeping the morale 
aad fill to fight Sf heath Vietaas at a high level. 

garth Vletam tats forced, by the air attache, to for- 
feit an ittcreesim mean t of foreign trade earalngs—eouc 
nw! iSmSrS »#•». ttoWM. lo.t *lno.t 17 p.rc«t 
01 It. national balk pot mlom starve* onpMjlfnnd ornSS 
percent ol ito oloctrlo joor ftwntlni 
fXetam has feed to forego or postpone plans for orderly 
*coa<*» i« davelopaant aed to suf fer 4 J f r d 

industrial output. Bacons traction efforts have been hampered 
by difficulties to allocatisg saapoaer. The regine is also 
seating iagwuiff probleas is the distritmtion off food, 
particularly ta wtoc atad e lausata of the population and to 
large lncre—sf of corke r s detailed to reoenetruction and 

repair mtivlttia* 

The greatest brunt off the air attacks has been fdit 
on the railipoede and bigfceays used to JUPJJJ* i™ 

supply of the touemnist ferses and to infiltrate fforcea 

into South Vietnaa. Air attach a lose cannot coupletely stop 
this flea sf ana and supplies. Bat item 

this floe • ad wade it a coaaldwsbly sore difficult and ooatly 
process, barge amounts off swtpcvar have been fiwted ffrm 
srodnotivw asployuant to repair mad keep open the lines off 
cOBsuaieition running through the southern provinces of north 
Vietnam and bans to South Vietnam. 

The HT baa, moreover, keen com pelled to 
operations only An the forvard eoveuent off son ««PP 14 ^; 
This slews up eoveeeot considerably, unking the trip by truck 
free Hanoi to tbs South Vietaao border aleost J Br ^ B ! 4 2®* ac11 
longer. The Cancontate have also been forced to "«f n 

astn^er and veeonroes ia eeestructing »ev 
and other expedients to keep traffic saving in both Rorth 
Viotnwa end ha os. 



Approved For Releas<*2Q02/Q8/20 ; CIA-RDP78S02149R0001 00250003-0 



Approved For Release 2002/08/20 : CIA-RDP78S02149R0001 00250003-0 


A final affect of the ca/OW air attack* la that they 
increase the already hoary depend ene® of Worth fUtaia on 
Commuaiet China and the USB*. While the autouot of their mili- 
tary and recoBStroetleo kid cannot be euantif ioo pr* *cieely , it 
create* as additional irtla oa the economies of the«o tv*o 
oeuetrlee, particularly C a — nnf ot China. 

Xe a 9 february ikfd epeech on Eanoi, Be Buc Tho- -Worth 
Vietnamese lee Deng (ConsonlsO Party ^Ut^ro eemfser and 
the Chief of the fbrty*» Crgeaieation Deportoent— adsitted 
that *o*a eseesber# of the party apparatus hare daeeioped 
"erroneous thought® and wise*" and hare ©ad# «a» incorrect 
assessment ef the balance of power between the enemy end ua. 
Thee claimed, naturally, that each "erroneoea thought© were 
confined to "a eaall neeber of comrade*," but the fact of 
internal dioaenaioe within the Party itaeU would never hare 
been publicly acknowledged, even is this eanuer, tf 
Viotaaa’a loaders did not consider it at least peteat tally 
serious. that Tho obricxarty eeaat is that the nature and 
sine of tho ©reseat Joint W/WI effort is beginning to 
generate doubts erea within the Worth Yiotnaeeee CoEmaniet 
Party itself about tho wtodoe of tho lntransigeant and mili- 
tant polioio* of Hanoi** leader*. Tho ieateilieg «». in 
nbott, that present OS policy and the eaesire 08 inreetsent 
of tho past year ara beginning to produce exactly tho kind 
of political results they were dorieed to create. 
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